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leading industries of Quebec; and Montreal and Toronto provide
the Dominion with ready-made clothing. Flour-milling is carried
on at a number of towns, especially in Ontario, and butter and
cheese are made for export at many places throughout the
region. Cotton is manufactured near Quebec with power derived
from the Montmorency Falls, at Sherbrooke in the Eastern Town-
ships, and elsewhere. Iron and steel works have been established*
among other places, at Hamilton, Toronto, and Midland, where
agricultural implements are also manufactured. The St. Lawrence
Lowlands have little mineral wealth of their own, but over one-
half of the world's supply of asbestos is obtained fromTThe Eastern
Townships, where the chief producing area lies round Thetford on
the borders of the Appalachians.
THE WINNIPEG BASIN, as already defined, has an area of nearly
200,000 square miles. In general appearance it is a great plain
sloping gently down to the north and east; but it may be sub-
divided into regions known respectively as the first, second, and
third steps or slopes. The first of these is bounded on the east
by the Laurentian country, and on the west by a line of heights,
including the Pembina, Riding, Duck, and Porcupine Mountains,
which cross the international boundary about forty miles west of
the Red River and run in a north-westerly direction. This step,
which has an average elevation of about 800 feet, belonged to the
bed of the glacial Lake Agassiz, and the glacial deposits with
which it is covered constitute a stiff, compact, "unctuous" clay of
great fertility. The second step is bounded on the west by a height
known as the Missouri Coteau, which crosses the international
boundary about 250 miles west of the previous escarpment, and
like it runs in a north-westerly direction. This step, which consists
chiefly of rolling prairie, is drift-covered, and has an average eleva-
tion of 1,600 feet. The third step, also drift-covered, has a breadth
of 465 miles at the international boundary, and rises from a height
of 2,000 feet in the east to one of 4,000 feet along the foothills of
the Rocky Mountains. The second and third steps are generally
more undulating in character than the first, and are broken up in
places by stretches of more elevated plateau country.
The climate of the Winnipeg Basin is continental in character,
and the range between summer and winter temperatures is, as shown
in the table on page 482, very considerable.